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o ik o beginVitha el 3t 5, tesedon & el

elaborated by.'others;and'retold by anthropoloéist Chris.tine 0%bo in her book
\ :

'#Hcan_ﬂqmﬂ (1980, Pp. ix-x): -

.~ Once ugon a tine ver _omgo, 6od needed sonede to help hin
. With sonething he wanted s.-He turned t0_the wonen, who'alreacy
- had their handg full even™mn thoge days.. Just then they were .
making milk jugs and water basing and mats to- cover the huts, God
- summaned them: 'Cone here: | shall: send you out on an important
mission," The wonen replied: es, we are coming but wait 3 {
moment, we shall finish our work here. After a while, God summoned
them again, and the woen. responded once more: 'Mait 3 moment, we
are nearly-done. - Let ys finjsh our mats and jugs. .
- Men at that tine did not have to nili the cows, build houses,
fetch wood and water as the wonen did; their only duty was now and
again to put up a fence to protect the Tivestock, So, since at that-
- Moment they-had nothing else to gy, they cane ruaning at God's call
14 said, ‘Send us instead, Father, o Ao
* 1 Then God turned to the wonen and saig: 'Heredfter, wonen, your
-ghores Wil never be done; when one i Yompleted, the next ane vill
be waiting for you, Hence the men may rest since they came at once

 when | &”9‘1’ bit you, women, will have to work and toi) with neither

'/ pelise s rest till, the day yoy die.’ And's0 it has; been ever singe:
JTime passed. Then gne day some strangers came with books, seeds
and quns." The men who had been resting enbraced the strangers anidst
protasts from the women that the newcomers were going to harm the
~ land and its people. Certainly their political -and econamic ideas .
"~ spon divided the nen into two groups--leaders and toilers. The latter
. had to be taught the‘digm‘ty of, Tabour by being Yequired to pay tases.
A for the women, they just worked away unnoticegn by anyone,
v dnathe end, the wanen appealed to the qood sense of their sons,

 brothers-and husbands to compensate and reward them for their 1abour. .

But the men reminded them that God had condemned them to be the ,

servants of the hunan @ecies, They clained that eyen the books of .-

the.stranaers confiried that workn's'place was indeed under men. ‘
~ Some of the women grunbled that ' the hardest of penalties is/to e ,

poor and also a woman." Qthers sarh around for alternatives .
that would open up some kind of rengg r them, " It Was not long v

]

4
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* before the wonen realized that society'depended upon thei for s -
perpetuation and sustenance, and they becane deternined to bargain * ':;
With these discoveries to acquire a sharesin the decisions regardisg. - -
their labour and sexuality, The Women's strongest assets were. thefr

* hands--which, in Some.cases, enabled then to accumulate property fn
the form of Tand. But-this made the nen furious. for it was now ™

R %
Tt s

~, evident, that property represented relationships betueen peaple and

ot between people-and things, . , ‘ -
- The nen accused the women-of getting out of gontrol. And the .-
- Wanen escaped to the cities determined o Support -theaselves by hard -
work. Men then accused the wonen who were demanding.an equa share - .
~in society's resources and power of weakening the. comon struggle
. against the-Strangers who controlled the world. - Hen clained that -
women Were' diverting emergy from the task of natignal development,
The women only smiledy for they had broken-the spell“of Gog's ¢
. condemnation, It was 3 toning. Their imedfate concern wgs to-
Tessen the private paing inflicted upon. them, And some even dared -
to hope for 3 novement whose primary task-would be to-lessen the -
- Anstitutional pain inflicted Upon women' by. dismant]ing the structures -
of mle dominance, L

Feminist Criticism of Development Liter&ure_ ' ', .

An important. conponent of the feminist Critique of development Eeachihg.
theory and practice derives fron the fact that feminist scholars'hip| has

evolved in the 19705, asthe social sciences hive mved toward‘m're 1nterf‘:

~pretive paradigms..-ThyeSe newer paradigns reject the notion that there s one

empirically and'irideper‘;den'tly verifiablle cbﬁective rgality, in f'avo? ofa viéw
that grants situational validity to a variety of percept‘ions’ qnd 'sees. the :
socia? wofld 2 émergent'and negotiated (ﬁbbuglas‘. et al, 1980; Tudor;' 1962).
From th1§ per;pectivg féminist:wri ters ﬁuint out ‘tha.t mich of\ the developme'nt‘

1 ‘ Vo _ ‘
Titevature, whether of the older mdernization schoo) the newer world

systens qpﬁroach, is"ro'oted‘ in western nale world views (e.g. Blumb"erg, 1976;

. - ‘ ' . L, '
- Pala, 1977; E1Viott, 1903 Nash, 1980; Papanek, lg&l). Even female writers

and change agents fron'third yorlg Societtes have' adopted these viQ;. ‘

.
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h tradrtrona‘r fatme can be deftned %1 roan, or raore acdrratehy
2 t'amr 1y complex, who uses’ traditionl; tools énd: controhs 2 ptece’of
", Tand on 4Rich the entire fanily depends for survisal. He 5.4n expert
- in'His oun enyiroment, growtng about & half—dozen croos year after
year trough his whole career.: He tands to:be. sispicious of nnovg

trons from outside, especially when they. af' ect trops that he has, grown l

Sall his er (1981: 4o)

~, h
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‘Edouard {ouaaorhi rector General of the AN Food and Ageicultural Orgdniza-

N
. )
P

¢ d
Ve hmrted to 1ddrhga paragra h/on the situation of wonen to

develooroent plans
(1981 25) “r/ E . e e
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I Would: be more confortabhe with thrs observatron if. it were not. oontamed u} “

- the only tho paragraphs ofa four page artrcle that mentwn yomen

o [
L v Cot
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‘As'"dune ash says 1 IsﬂPSF preparedfor a corfernce,n wen in
* Lathn Amerrca v
‘ / ) - . )
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Socral scibntists have played the role of rdeohogues, sustarnrng'
the‘notron of progress implied in Mofernizatdon and developnent, and'

L ;perpetuatrng the social structures constrictive of Women's participa-

~tion in economic, social, and political Jife. Their "objective’
o analyses in fact rernforce stereotypes of women as wives, mothers,
and Tovers, even’ ythen these roles are acted 0k 2 stade where the
~ pelps--the mle & protector and breadwinner--gre gone. Homen
: ,>socrahzed with mahe nedels of how to perceive’ the world have con-
. ‘ N ' ! DR '

’. " ' ¥

tron cwect bserves that drscussrons of rural women have been; .,'ef .

capeived and i 1eroented wrthoot rnohudrng then,

Vo

7S
. trrbu% to the errors and a‘ootastes in the. persisting mythoTogy" of
" sex sand social structuresf They ‘have proved their ability by

confonmng b the models ‘of reality structured by established figures -
2 in the field and on the basfs of criteria-set by men. These include

e ' - making ohJectrve staterents. of social realjty; divorcing the persona]

* perspective fua esubyect of drscoorse,lehmmatrhg enpathagric
 observation; -and accepting thesterms of ersal
Icccomizing the birticubardstic’elenents, that fne -
§ “Heldiof observation, By accepting these rituils mles.

-+ Wonen becone honordry pembers in the nen's hdsb. of social scrence |
gscourse (198023) '

) \
3 y
. .‘r »

Two categorres of male views are relevant hfe, those of researchers and”

‘theonsts and those of retearchts'hyects Researchers gurded by prevaahng |

. theory, ask questrons about “power, about control, about work and about socral

/-

. T
Iife frm the point of vrey of the poyerfol .They tend to assume that, rhale

_ways of dorng things are socretah norms andhhat the meanrngs hen attach to

mdwrduals, eyents or obyects (e g children, work or money) are the ooly
'y,

possrbhe meamngs For exinple, in post drscussrons of Joh skills o hooran

‘caprtah those individuals who have mastered techmques they ire expécted to y

- use onhy an their emplyment srtuathoo are considered more hrghly skﬂled

Becaose Honen are expected to care for children and do housekeeprng chores,rn'

everyday hfe, paid work rnvolvrng these skills is consadered unskrlled work,
The sssessten. s ot basedon actal skl tery o on an analysrs of the |
skills required to perfon the asks assigned/to, say. 3 chrld cahe center
horker oraho%l chambennard L. K howe, ). / i a |

Male research subyects tell therr srde of the story and rnterpret femle
)z ,

hehavror froro the persgectrve In many ethoogr(phac reports what vonen &g

!
'
\




e and say s presented os tangeh tl’al 0 ongoing socia! ,processe's. Such @ view

nay reflact male ignorance of the roal content olf female roles_and diécourse,
' or it Ry be & cuiturally accepted wy of reinforcing an ideol'ogy of male | |
superiority. Susen Wright (1981] reports that among the sequestered and
suppc)edly powerless married women%f Dashuan l1ar in Iran, argunentd -often
reﬂect tenswns that thelrhusbands, 25 Close mle kin, e pmhibited from
making w;rt and that mterachons frequent] y ehclt mfomxatmn .that men
can use in' their culturaHy untra] quests for s.tatus‘m the comnumty

A second area of cntmsm‘ 1 that deyelopaent stumes“gene‘ra]]y Jack -

approprme "techhical and conceptual too? th which o' srﬁy women § pontlons

s owety (eg Eenerla 8l 198b CroH I981 l‘apenek 977) Host

maasures af econom ¢ growt' o laborforce parhnpauon as’sume the vahdlty

or such d.mmtwns 8 patd labor 5. unpaid fam ly 1abor. productwn for
)

; exchange value vs‘ production for use valuﬁe, production Vs, reproductionz, .

! puhl*ﬁc vs.brivate sphere, and rodern vs, traditional sector, 'For"example,

Chase-Dnn [1973) Uses the percentage of the male Taor § force aot engaged in

' ag: iculture s thg basic indicator of devél opnent in & major cross natwnal
udy and Tink nr(l976) c1tesa]973US Dept. of Labor Statenent that only ¥

3 ‘ UOAfrIC&n women k. Even Ester Boserupwhose 1970 book s ane of the

p i challenges to the androconmc view of dofeloment takes for grantedt ' A

; vmon»betueen/productwe and reproductwe ork (see the crmcal evaluation

i

b/ enerfa and Sen Bl) The underlymg yi wn here 15 of men engaged in -

Hago 1abor or proﬁn al rrops or Glds for sale pa1d1ab$g exchangg
v y
* nprodmmn in the prhc Sphere l}tne riodern sector] and of women

engaged 4 in fond pradaction and presesvation, and crafts for fami ly use (unpaid
[ ~ ' b

Sunily 1abor, use value, reproduction in the private sphere 1< ional sector,

\ t L)

<

Pegple's real Tives are mtiso neatiy d1v1sable Naria Migs' study of
- lace nakers in India {1982) shows the extent to whicﬁ this 5o called spare ‘
time craft work of secluded unpend taiily uorkeré has provided paid work -
~ for nén who can nove about freely collectmg and exporting the Tace and

LV

in dothernNigeria nintain 2 thrivikaet in prepared food from behind

" selling the mterials needed for its mnufacture. Secluded sta

the walls of theirhouses (Schi dkrouts-1983). In Mfrican culturgs here

' |
_ men are not sealuded they market feir om crafts or surpluses from house-

hold plots However, the amount of Tand devoted to cash crops and the agricul-
A tural technology mvolved may infringe on the tine and- resources aneflable t

 these unpaid family workers. Papers presented by kaef. Siduan and kortunn

_.af‘the 1979 MAS symposium and reprinted in the volue edi't‘ by Dauber and

t

¥

Cain’(1981) a_r‘e" wlvith tongrete examples,
! .

N
’

because domestic’ subsistence work 48 not defined as production, those
v issues that are most relevant té wonen and honé |ife are often subsume;d‘ under
. tlhe heading of health and helfare proérams. Such prdgrams are often Seen a§
,( ‘less p'ressihg than those designated econtnic deveIOpment.proj.ects (Rogers,
a 1980). Essenti’élly one ﬁn‘ghg- S8y, using worlg sys tens' tegni’nology,‘that
| wome'n and the issues that mst directly i'mpi"ngelcn their Tive) ﬁave become .

the periphery, the pnderdeveloyed area i) un@rdevelohed prts of




4 | Here is 2 case i peint: raveling in rural Ma&ﬂn in 1982 1 heard the
sk s’ory aver 3nd over fmm ural voren, fron TocaMgiel development

worters and, ¢ hopefu! 51gn from the staff of the agncultural college it

Bunda Kaize has Tong beenastaple of the rural diet. The whlte vanet)y
broug\t to Africa fron the |
.called tradiw‘opa] mize, It has been 9rown gn a smaH scale 85 & cash crop
smee|9‘0 Llebenow 1932}, '

sk, These charaetemstics make teasy to store in homenade silos that

- TSt U th ground, anﬁ Basy 1o prep € by poy mg ybrid yellow maize *

U .'
2 RS characteris.tli
3 orofitable crop and'ner .

futed, ét*en'ior

' \
filitate its nechanical processing. Ii is

15 now beiky paid to hoe\lt {an be stored and processed for

‘n?me e, A gmd deal of gry bllng,.effocp ang wastage could have been

amided by focusmg on bath domN{g and conmercial uses of maize From the

outser, ‘\;

- Moregver, g Sen {1990} natos, subsistence activities are rot defined

u

by the tasks pr the gendprs of peaple engaged in then, but by @ relationshig

’

U the means of subsistence. thuaHy.aH food end-incone produced bj poor

aple 1y used (o ﬂ@ct%cdldle needs tor food, clothmg end s.helter In

this contnt whether the flen i grown and eaten, growh and ol to. “purchase '
\

.rood, o groin fp( an estate farmer who then pays a)cawal'
thit the fabg

rer ¢an buy food, s probably less important than whether the
Y

ttg I annunt of food this acquired.is adequate to provide proper nutrition.

lontemorary writers (e.g{. bener?a and Sen 1931;  Deere and Lepn de Leal,

50 e 1222 0 isis that 45 ecsary 19 acinede 1

Ters nor policy makers are sorry it was Sntro-

Taborer in cash 5o

N

S

" ecgnomic contribution to socety of reproductive iabor (child bearing and

L]

rearing, housekeepmg, food preparatmn) wmch tends to be the women's work

in all cultures ind to exﬁre the relatwnsmps between reproduchon and

of. uomen and men are clarmed the tendency td undervalue women S Work be-

for p]anmng and analysw]. dnd economic activity is ¢onceptuahzed 2 activity

4
which contributes to the welfare of society's menmers rather than activity
which Teads to capital accumlatwn Such an analysis while rooted i an

'expanswn of the mreisth concept of reproduction of lapor. allows evaluptio‘

Cb

of capitalist and su’cialjst_ devel apment programs {n the same terms (Bener(a.

. : { 1
. . \ f
Closely related to the e of inappropriate cpnceptual‘ tools is the use

of inappropriate target wnits in development research and practlpe. Jocieties

- are treated a5 if they wer unified wholes or as if a given polit.icel or

teEhno1pgieal Change w be expected to ha“a unified inpact on 41 seg- -
\ ' ‘

nents of SOCiEtY}- Yet, generally speakmg. deve1opment strategles

i

" have altered dass stru\ures both by creatmg new classes ind by redistri- .

buting resources, pften fesseequitably (Stryher, lﬂ]?,,Roxbough 1979).

Homen ad men have been oifferentially affectad by development EH well (Nash

M ~
0

3

1)
LY

L

'productwn ur\ier varymg conditions. In this. pmass the reletwe ponﬂons i

b
cause it 15 not renumerated is ccytered more accurate data become Available

\

)
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1980 Fortnahn 1981 Papane 1981, Bay, 1982) Throdrfferentral jnpac .ﬂ'

has often been unantfctpated and unrecognrzed in part because the househotd | .

|<)J rt

of fanty,vrsuatrzed asnnate headed monogamous and not‘lear has generatly : b

been the Yarget unit for programs and the unrtof anatysrsfor e{atuatton v .

[tth 1980, Captan, 1981, ep, 1681; deere‘and Leon fe Leal 1981 198 N
' ' ‘r o ‘\r’ - ‘tr\ A‘" S ’
htonga 19t1) T 1 E ’ '}ff T

The social organrza ion of households varres w;dety poth rn ferns of

I' ot o

. who its nerpers are and i rn tems of the drvrs Ton of taoor wrthrn the unrt

[

| ! R
hs teltenga (1983} points oft wrth respect to tradr ronat sotretres rn Ghaoa,

4

t marrraqe rnay bo & process uhich takes years to conptete and rnthrn any onesocrety
3 age ' ctass ind other fa'ctors nay affect the rrghts and ohlrgatrons of marital |

partners to each other Todap, the rnftuence of cotonrat tega systems and the

1

rnestern orrentatron of e segments of the popotatron further cornptrcate thrngs e

t tso Spe Oppong, 1982)

J

¥ rnay rary from culture to ol

| fa,rnrhes wrfe‘ ind hosband nay each havet a. per%onat retinie of chttdren apk adut s
opund ta then by adopt on ahd ties of fealty A ctear oexuat drvrsron of tabor

sts but eafh partner has cpotrol over- Sorne neans of productron.and is oblige-

ted to conpensate the other for Tabo expended orher or i behatf For . \’ o

4

: Here are 4 few rp_nany exanples

) Kebosene 2 tynically beyond their fintncig] reach .

3“” @ what "‘””&99 entarts may"hary, it sort ofaonrtahousehotd is '. R

ture an hyctass wrthrnacutture hstrrkrhg o : ‘ ,
anpte rs tetradrtronat au ﬁ tn where, espeérnl “mng‘hrgher status ) coo
- qrodiction dectine.

- cooperative by-1aus

: R
hn tncrease i overatt house otd tncone does ot aotonattcalty result tn
B PO
tntreased benefits tg: A1l househotd menbers schends whtc nahe credtt o

O

tratntng exctustvety avaﬂabte to ne fantty menber rnay adt\the dtvtston
of tabor without taproving thvtandard of twtng, and technotogtcal tnnova

trons my srnuttarkpusty tncréase.rromen J work oads and.»thetr dependency \ '

\‘-;r'l,ﬁ : l .
Vot BN

Oy r‘ o . .

L] N ., ‘ "

T o B

htarthaF Loutfr notes that i rural areas T

hood is usuat ly,"free" - tt only costs {narnty Woren's or - -
: rthrtdren s) tine and calories to collect it; Charcoal is mord o

| v fficipnt - but it mbt nomally be purchased. Hoy. ttoutd the ,'\i

+cash be' geoerated by the women who would benefrtfronrt’ o

 Hale

" householdsnerbers have Tittle ncentive to spend therr trntted

cash on tharcoal or ‘keresene {or solar Coo kers) 50 dong & & rog.
altenative 1 ‘available. This again deroonstra es the inadequacy ..
of government pqlicies thab treat the househald as a.unit and ¢
ignore She drf&erentral impact of those pohctes o rndrvrdual ,
househotdnenhers (1980 40) ‘ :

] ] .
. [ . 4
' .

~h Setdnét offers sevdrat cornparatite exarnptes rnctudrng thrs me:

In Kenya b, the governnent antroduced rneasures to organfae g
N cooperat ve to aoquire rnputs and farket pyrethrum, Drtappotntrngty,
Closer. exanination revealed.that, although
ecified nales, prashiably\phe household heads,
35 nenbers, the wonen had actualy been producrng the pyrethrum.

Mot surprisingly, the wonen, on dtscove%pgt at paygent vas to be
made to the male cooperatrve'nemhers reduced their outputs (1981 IM)

2
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Revien ‘ C U he uses his cunstttuttonal rrght to appotnt <one nenoert rof the nattonul
0 : . ) . \ o
The o trrrguted rice scheme in Kenya did allocate small garden © 7 egfslattre to suplenent the nyfber Of"'-“ﬂf"e" obtatmng segts "99'19"31 :
plots 40 the women, but these were small because it Was assumed that R ' o ,
- rife fron the ireigated plots would be-added to the dist. Vonen in elections (Datly Hews ) AsmaHer scile, but naybe nore effectiie, -
fact did receive some rice in return for her labor on her husband'§ b S

land, but, since the men refused-to eat rice, wonen had to sell-t and  instance cones from Halawi Where development of water resources ts a current, '
buy traditional food at increasingly high prices. Women on the scheme . - '

"o did et have tine, nor land, 1o raise enough foid for their omn con- } row mundwmmmemwwmmmmewmw

sumption, Thus they worked longer hours than before but could ot _ _ SN
provide as much food for their fanilies & they had. In ‘add‘jtion' they ‘ trusted to five- nrember eonnuttees Both tradtt nal and national porty : o
often had to buy firewood for"cookind since fuel was scarce in the ‘

resettlenent area, and wonen's tine was less. Thus while the total ‘ - ’ teadershrp must be represented on tt;e o rtti ,and since women are the :
< income of the famnhes in the scheme has gone Up, and visible wealth * v ! ‘ ‘
in-the form of transistor radios, and bicycles is in evidence, . - prrnary drauers and users of water, three of the nenbers must be female.
nutritiona] Tevels nonethéless have fallen, (1981:62-63) E , | .
) ) An 1nportant crrttctsm leveled at devetopment teachrng, thegry and” .,
mmmMWmmmmwmmum@memm-_ur(- ,wmmemwdmmummmwmmmmmwe- ‘
| tiona1 inroyations, but 150 the geseral direction of what fs presumed to be - . R | Jeveled at vrrtually?tt prevrouswchotarshrp,'narnely. that it does not haue )
. dowslopment can hav unintended neootiye comseqinces for wegen Developrent | - asone of it explicit ains an understandtng of ok vonen have cdne to be
s general.lzr associated with a greater fonugttzation and roti,ona]tzotion of “ : o subordrnated (in contrast ‘see e Bart a Budrnger f0rth€0ﬂﬂﬂ9. for 2 sfate of
decision uoking.‘ Whetier ag nrodernizution theardsts have assimed, this s 3 ’ , e art overview of feninist theories; Segal and Berhetde 1979, for an over-
mm@nmnmmmmmmmumummumwu‘n \ ‘vwdmmmwmmmMWmmmeWWWMHm
i5 werely a nev-colonial by-product of Sec'm'ng dwe]opmeht aid, peod not ° B o for el reasoned presentotron on the cutting edge of radical fenrntst ' ,
T o p
congers us here.. ttirot‘is of concern is that yhat pover anen.have rs ofteh ey ‘\ ' th@ﬂrd) Hhile devetoprent studies operate n thevmrddte range, concerned .
orcized l"nforlml]y Where 211 decisions ultinatety m on consensus reodﬁ | o with questions and ansier's which are rarrove und more imediate than the
¥ter infomal drscussuon and negocratron everyone can be fnformed andkan © basrc prrnctp]es of social orgnization, they d° tacitly aceept prerrnses 9 b
participate, When lines of authority and dqersron naking processes ore for~ - oo, dbout socrat organtzatton which may be invalid. - Moreover, because students
rnru'un, (over individsals have access to the process and 'domestic. ad wblic o devetopnent work in contexts in which SOCH] nd CU“UFBI change are '
. spheres of nctrurt; are further dtffnrentrated fath trends tend to exclude . . : choractertsttc they arehkely to accunutate Gata which can hetp 0 mt‘“,l
e (atso see Rosald, 1974‘ Sandny, ]9 ). . STt " o ﬂ"d to eformlate these premises.  Thus, it fs crucial. to the advancenent of
Some notrouo are establishing pot,tcres which attemtito incorporate o s /¥oren, 1 the aduancement of femlmst schotarsht.p and to the successful, out
wonen into these newly fornalized etructures Tho exanples fron my o obl o e of devetopnent efforts hat‘the question of the;subordination of women
servuttons tHustra P this poir! pre“dent Nyerere of Tanzantu is ) . - b conSIdered by students of devetopnent. and that feninist schotars be fumittar |

with the development hterature : '
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, Varieties of Uevelopment The%ries
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shlfted t9 feminist cr1t1c1sm of deve]opment theordes. ExtendedvdeCusslons

mMﬁmmmmewcmmmmHWWMWMIWPM&i

WﬂmuwwmﬂwmwmwmmHMMNMMMMmmmQI
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fﬁnw mnmmuemmanmmnwwmmmmmwmnmm
prem1ses modern1zat10n theorlsts tend to have Tiberal, funct10nal1st and

cthﬁmmmW%aMWNMﬁMSMWHHNmmhmym%E
hewoﬂdln-mdcah conflict and socialist terhs, &chgmupoftMoUes
has evokedvé bady of“criiicjsm.‘ Od1y those points which relate spécifically
m§MMumﬂmtMpmHMnMwmmormawmgWMnmdwﬂwmmWﬂ

\

mmeMmunmmeanmenwmummum

hore are feminist scholars who take each of these berspec ives a5 well (see
. ' /
M1MMMEWEUNKHmMB%HW,Wm WBmwwaMSm HMOrMe

Imwwof%wm wm WBWW 19815 MwaMmgsmunwmg”mwm \g;

'tmn1mOWHt”l9m) oy
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v

nodernlzatlon approaches follow 2 strategy which has been summarized as

'bUl]d o1 the be; " {Gurley s quoted by Stryker, 197}, The gual fere 15 to

fmmmmMMMMmemmmummemmwmmmw

in Egose activities, aréaé, and segﬁents o the'popﬁlation already most
wwwmdmdmmMWWEcmm& ﬂeﬁwmhﬁismngwﬁmﬁﬁsﬁ
mMmewmumﬁmmﬁmmmwmmeﬁmmn
more often dssumbd‘to haVe; more of th%—deéired human'capital factors

(education, availability, mﬁtivatioh. experience, é;c:)jthan famales, they

P

)
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‘ Hurld systems approaches locate the causes of und



ecoronies and third world nations hich have chosen socialist models of y

N “ ;
‘ T h
r' r o ' ’

| the'local price of petroleun is not determined by the size of the local

skrlled latorforce. General exposTtions of worldsy\ens theory (e O
llallerstenn, l974 1995 or the sessnon called "Comparattve Internataonal
Dependence, Inequaltty and Developnent presented here on Thursday) are on |

the macrosysten level and do not concern themselves with class or gender .

dnfferences any more than modernazatron theorles do, Femlnnsts assert that
‘ hose world systems analyses which are sensitive to class di fferences \jke

- nany other socral scientific analyset inspired by marxnst frames of reference,

end osuhordnnate gander differences to class drfferences Such analyses ‘

Ly
.

»underyalue actrvntres assocrated wrth socnal reproduct on use the household

]

i _the basic unit of analysis and tenacaously‘clrng to Engels' untenable posi-

tion that patriarchy is simly a product of capltaljsnr(Ellr'ott, 1977; /

Ylartmamn and Markusen, 1980; MacKinnon, 1982, 1983),

)

© Feminists refute this posittonwtth analyses of women in second wortd ¢

1

developnent {e.g. Caplan, 1982% Fortmann, 1982; tros's, 1981 2 & b;

Fllrst-llllic’, 1980, hpidus, 1978, et al). Subseharan Africa is an ideal

to'cal point for resea"rch‘comparlng the inpact on woRof capitalist and
sdclallst development models because 'nany. other variables can be held
reltively constant. For example, Kenya and Tanzania, geographicdlly conti- +
guous, British influenced, and politicatly stable’since becdwing indeoendent

nave choser different developnent routes. A less obvious comparison i

© Tanzania with Malarﬂar' where bath nations have empsized rural development

over yrban in@Strtal growth, but fTlowing ideslogically different plans.

”

Feminist world systems-inspired research looks exp?icitly at the varying

“relations of production by gender within households (e.g. Etienne, 1983),

Vy !

|

affect and tradrtron would decrease in wnportance or b re

I

’ .
4 f . , . a

A S o

' e 1
ol!»sses and conmunltles (e ¢ Gordon. 1981 on the effects of nale labor

nlgratlon tn Lesotho) and over tlne (e (B lleere and Leon de Leal 1982,‘
Latin Anerican example) The data tndldate that ntegr@tng an econory lnto »
" w

e
~ the wordd systennay erther draw wonen intd productaon or rehov(t_hem from = *

4

nt depending upon the needs of the systen at ‘any potnt in time, The relat ons

hetween Jonen and men may be @ransfonned in thrs process. but the nature ,qf
\
the transfornatron is no/t necessarrly obvnous or predrctahle o the basls of

current heoretrcal fonnulntnons

Simar} of Criticion

Faminist critics of development’ teaching,,theory and practiceéargue that

)

developnent studies and projects have been characterized by an androcentrlc , )
\ , .

] I o 1 . ’
and ethnacentric vision of the world, that the conceptual and methodological
.tool‘s of deve'lopment literature provide & Timited and distorted picture of
third world realities, that rnapnroprrate nits have’ been Used t0 predrct,

plan and analyse development efforts wt theSe efforts have often had un-

rntended and unrecognized negative con s for wonen regardless of their

impact, &n other segnents of 'soctety. :

Feminist.criticism and expansion of ‘d}evelopment theory and practice.
has. jmplfcat fons fof how we: think about and teach about first and second world

sacieties s vell, 1t fs to these imlications that l‘"will'now wrn briefly.

r

tlmpllta 10nS ' 4 ' N -

‘ \ v ¢
Both moderna zation and world systens theorres are eholutaonary. buﬂdnng
o

on the work of l9th ind early 20th century sociologists and anthropologists .
who belneved the socnal world WS destnned to grow rnore conplex drfferen
tHated and, ratnonal that relataonshtps would.llecone more s“(:ery, and that

d 16 the pera-

pheral spheres of 1nst1tutnonal life. Evdlutnonw theony Was not nonolnthl
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theorists vrled their ottitudes torrcrd the norid they st energing, m
they varfed according to nhich forces and processes they saw 28 pr pXry ind -
_ which as derivctive <but it was unil{mar in direction and generai tiine
{f not in tems of specific steps or stages This perspective produces biind
spots, tendencies to think that structural and instituﬁonci crrcngenents

* hat st an cohere;in industrial socletfes are netural the proucts of ,

© » necessary developnents or an obvious inp'rovenent over past arramgenents.

!

- ihese visions hoid Sway even anong those who see developnent fn sone parts of

he norid 35 both cause and consequence oi underdevelopent 1n others

iaking 2 feninist perspective without i'dcusing cttention on times or

places other than our own also has | Inftations, iihiie our own research and
our own Yxperfence tell us that the systen we 1iye fn 1 generating inequities.f
We need to see other systens, other relations of produ’ctidn. {n.order to put

ours {n perspective and to develop an understanding of how systeds work.
o ' !

By exanining the positions of wonen and nen in developing scicitieswe

become &are of the vartety of institutional crrcngsmnts thet are fassible,

attache Hausa

0 {farug) hae thes rfsidences Wt tlr v,
" and nithg seual and transyestite mén who frequently serve as nedictors
.Ibct;een‘then and 'the pctricrchci Hus1m )ocietg i yhich they e, in
| choosing this iifestyie wonen gcin the: power and resources to mve nor
" out of marriage as independent hunan beings.
 There tre sinple answers to why teach cbout when in deveiopnent B
" 1ittle over half the ncrid ; popuiction is fencie, cnd the third worid is
- most of the ncrid Then there {5 *the Percy Prnoncinent5 sin 1913 0.5,

QJ Foreign Ass1stance programs have been mnda; to {nclue nonen. There are

\i \
Als0 Cormpiex anSwers. Students tend to accept the models we present to them

v

{ a5 valid and ngmative, but the medels of soctal iife and sacal systens upar

which most deveiopnent teoching and activity rest'are distorted, They g -
‘based on definftions of work, production and family that discount the fn- -

and of the.rature of the rlationships anong then, The neraction beteet / . dividuality, Interests and contributions of wonens They assume that only

RN EN

biology and socidl arrangenents, and the roles of ideoiogy and of materfal ¢ y

factors are:p’ieced fn relief, We ns; {mportant connections and crrengements
if we Took at only half the population. By Tooking at socfetfes from the
perspective of the less powerful, we come to redefine péner by dfscdvering
its a)ternative sources and routes and to ‘appre'ciate the iact thctthere are

differences in interests even within the snallest groups {n 2 system, Tn

" developing societles the relationships between production and reproduction

are highlighted and the Hiterdependence of subsistence and other foms of
production can be clartfied, The understanding this. qined can'be used to

reexanine first and second world socfeties, .. : '

% rationt] action fs fnportant, that only one course of action s ration] and

{

“'that only one set of factors ot vates rational people, They even assume y

there {5 only one source of exploftation a one direction for socfal- change.
. Kuch of the work wonen do 1 Tess visalfe and we are accustoned to ?
thinking of 1t as less inporton{ because t ves not cppeer in vt onal
‘ stotistics or occur in the town square. iiodeisnhich are based on wage or .
rofit noking work are concerned with the nork of socfal reproduction oniy \
Yo the extent that it faciiitctes production They fgnore other character-
fstics of reproductive work such 8 how it s asslgned. nhet it ccconpiishes
‘ o .

2



’ ]
1 W .
v ‘ )
o . ! '
. ’ - ‘. , / ) . ) ; l ' ‘ ' ! : . [ ]
. ~ .y oo - FOTHITES
. "‘I ) ‘.“ " 'y ," I T ‘
: P e Tists the following najor components of the new
(apart from producang and;sustatntrpg workers qua workers) what fools are used g } ]"Horeme “?e', ‘ o
o perform it, and Who, controls these tools. sholarshap on vonen

!

: 1. an understandingaof patriarchy in histarical perspective;
, Because e associates areproductive labur Wi*h women and omen's uork nath' !

)
‘rnvr ahmty, all adh;EnSwork is rendurd imyisable, Studtes]ofnale p

]

hrlnsuphacally and sociologically; its relationship to- the

1

rehgrons uf the upeld and to rdeas of knowledge and power--
Works =+ in rndur 1al mations ard taken to be studies of aH rndustrral

hence an understanding of uhatr t meats to be born permanently"

“ enelo, (lnkles dad stu auto uarkers'rn developing nataons but they were *
\ into & suordinate or dninant status; 2 rnoledge of it
a1 mle, see nkles and Sntth 1974). We do not learn whether the mdustrtes T K ' Sy _
, . theory. ' !
“which enptuy Women gre orgpn_tz‘ed drfferently, or if the peepflewhu work in - ' \

»

acke ¢ e 2.7 mderstandinp of the complex, confusing, and still chaotic .
then behave ditferently.  We ere ignorant of the facts surrounding fndustric] S ‘ _ .

Ve

iy

4 . , area of bt'ulogicaldpsycholugtpa]|Se'x differences; the imortance
: employment/af females Jn-the third world. We assune that, employed Woren are , '

~ L
toc \ ; ' “of il findings. | h
- becoming more modern, or are being proletarianized, but on what bsis, and | , -
' ' ‘ | 3, i upderstanding of socialization ind seg roles, a5 well as of
what does that mean in terms of women's Iiup(s? » , | |
" sexerole stereotyping; the relationships among gender, race,
A-case in point is the relationship between enployment and fertility, - o ; i, ;

and 'class¥-atl fron2 cross-cu]tura] perspective.
Some assume birth rates will deprease as enploynent rncreases (eg Youssef,

' ' 4, o undelﬁtandrng of wanen in history, t only in the United States,
1976, others (e.g. Shields, 1980) that fertility r,ates are the rndependent . H ,

' rianca: hut throughout the world; recognrzang that ruch study mﬁudus
variable. - Either day, a correlation is predicted based on the expariences,

‘ U Tegal as neH i rnedrcal hstnry -the history of birth control,
of western societies where thebkinds of non-industrial. productive activities

; ' Cfor example: isessenttat to the study of wonen, even to the
- of wonen and the mutval obTigations of women and children are not necessarily , ;

’

)

o . o ‘studyof frctroh aboutwpmen
Ahe same as those among any given third world people (cf. di Demenico, 1983) e .

ts hey have
' 5, an understandrng of women as represented in the ar
ln s, nhen e teach about wonen in development ‘e make Students aware 1

3

‘ produced some of whrch have been buried or ignored as arts--
of the conpalexaty and uarrety 35 well as the universality that characterazes .

|

! . quilt-naking, for examle, or the pottery of North Anerican
humﬁnlta', and we are forced to reavaluate our assumptions, our models and o ‘ _ _ ‘

. «
Nl

' o Indian woren; and 8 represented in the significant hterature
paradiyfis and to bring then c]oser to the point-where they can help us to fit

, by wanen in all races and natronahtres‘that never was anc]uded

-

tugether the multifaceted puzzle that is soeaal life.
N in the literary curriculum;-as well,as an awareness that the

-, ] ) “ . .
r‘» )
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k¥
lmoges of Woren portrayed by the nale created arts have helped
to contrbl ~the dominant conceptions 'of onen- “hence, the inpor-
tnnce of studying nnages of women on+Ti, in the film and the 1

theatre and in adrertasrng ,. ‘,

6, an under'tandlnq of, the WS in which post-Freudizy pﬂycho agy
i ,',‘\m.- i’ /\

desting; an awareness that -

, has it tenpted. £, cone
other ma{e centered sycholdgrcat constructs hke those of
Erik;on ind Kohlbero are potentrally damaging to women n o

unoerstandrng of new women-centered theorres of female develop-
t" .Iment.
I underdtanding of female sexuahty,.mc odrng per!‘pecttves ' |
on both heterosexoalrty and lesbaamsm, specral issues involved

I in birth control and reproduction,

B, an understandrng of the hSthry and function of educataqn) 2

support and codtfter of sex- segregation and of hmated opportuni-

1)

ties for women; Fe perspectives on education as an agent for

" change-in the nast and present.

9. an undefstanding of the history and function of the fanily in the

Um’ted States and cr.oss-cultura_lly; of the current variety of

family structures, and of the oonflict between belt’lefs and

researih finding: with reference especially 'to ssues 'sorrounding'

'childcare.'/ o o | .
10, an understanding of women "in the wo‘rk force through hi_story. in

the present, and cross-culturally; the economy Tn relation to

wonen; the relationship-between money and' power in personal

*fnteractions, in the family, and in society.

&

TR L

a.

-y

11, an uriderstanding of the relatton;htlp betieen Tauﬂaffecttng‘ :

~ Women and sacfal change; the history of wonen and soctal nove

b

ments. (1982 12-13) ’

"h‘

. Many Hriters use reproduction in 1ts narrowest semEy 'chﬂj,mf‘ing
Others recogmze the importance. of social reproductnon in 1ts na%tler Shnse:
child rearing, housekeeplng. 1.e. those tasks which' reproduce the family and
the worhforce Recently attentron has been paid to the ways 1n,nh1ch ‘
social systens are reproduced and sustained by soctal fnstitytions and the
develapnent of certain relations of production (e.g. Benerda, l979t'.
'3, Adnittedly it is currently difficult to obtain data for aec’ondary} N
analysis that includes subsistence and informa! sector‘producttrtty, but 1t
| is not tnposstbte to develop neasures and gather'data 1‘f:‘-;the need is reebgnized.
[ want to th‘ank Edwin S, Segal for reminding ne ot the extent to which our

thtnkang about work fs structured by our ata,

4. Hhile 1 do not accept Mackinnon's position (1982, 1983) in its *

1

“entirety, 1 have adopted her practice of spelling marxisn with a Tower case
'n' to indicate that the term denotes @ theoreticat perspective parallet to
fenrmsn, or, for that mattdr, functiome™m.© . '

5. Anendnent no. 574 to the Roreign Assistance Br]l of 1973, SB 235

see Congressional Record S, 18423, Oct. 2, 1973,

L}
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L ‘Deve'lopnept he dung 2= 6, 1976 ot llelletly College. | ) ,.
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Sphc'lse fo- “llnnenl atlnlnerlca." Tsedn the
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5 eola' (I "Development aM the Sexual lllvlston of'
thor," guest: efitors Helen Ti Safa &'Fleanar leacock
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